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~DITORIAL
absence of any substantial amount of feed-back from
readers--which absence has been the hardest problem
for me to deal with!) I feel that it has improved. We
need have no hesitation, I feel, about sharing the
Journal with our non-Mormon colleagues. It took a
long time--much too long!--to reach the point where
at least most of the technical errors have been
eliminated. It also took a while to get enough of a
backlog of articles so we could be highly selective in
terms of the content and quality of writing. But we
have reached that point and will be able to continue,
I'm sure, to improve.
4) The number of articles based on presentations by
General Authorities and other officers of the Church
(4 and 8 compared to 3 and 5, respectively) has
decreased somewhat but the precedent of having a
General Authority and other Church officers address
us at our conventions, with permission to publish
their remarks, is well established. They willingly and
enthusiastically accept our awards and our invitations
to meet with and address us. "We rely on you, trust
you and have confidence in you," said Elder Perry.
How wonderful!
I could go on. My love for you, my colleagues as well as
my Brethren and Sisters in the Gospel, is sincere and my
gratitude to 'AMCAP for the opportunity it provides me
to .have meaningful association and interaction with you
is deep. As editor of the Journal a significant dimension
has been added to that opportunity and I have enjoyed
and appreciated the close contact I have had with many
of you. Thanks for letting me serve you.
Special thanks to those who have helped: Bro. Roy
Marlow and Bro. Burton Kelly who served as associate
editor: Bros. Russell Crane, Roy Marlow and Louis A.
Moench who served as members of the editorial board;
Sister Evelyn Robbins who has been so helpful in
proofreading recent issues and in preparing each issue
for mailing; those of you who have submitted articles,
poems, letters, etc.; and all who have contributed in any
way to the' success of the Journal during the past three
years.
With that, Burton, "it's all yours!" I have complete
confidence that in your hands the Journal will continue
to improve and that it will become an even more
significant factor in the growth of our profession and
the Church.

It is with mixed feelings that I turn the editorship of
the AMCAP Journal over to my successor, Bro. Burton
Kelly. Perhaps the first feeling is one of relief: no more
deadlines to meet (or try to meet!); no more galley proofs
to read; no more hurried trips to the printer with
corrected copy; no more late-night or early-morning
hours at the desk reading manuscripts instead of in bed
sleeping; etc., etc., etc. Yes, life will be much less
demanding and harried now than it has been during the
past three years.
But frankly, I'll miss it. The second feeling is one of
regret: no more close contact with authors and
prospective authors over content, format and wording
of articles; no more "Letters to the Editor;" no more
criticism (of which there has been very little) or
commendation over the Journal; no more official
concern over whether or not it represents our
Association well (I will always be concerned as a
member); etc., etc., etc.
Serving as editor has been both frustrating and
rewarding--but mostly rewarding. How grateful I am to
have had the opportunity! And how glad I am that I can
hand it over to Burton now that Issue 4 of Volume 7 is
finally ready to go to press! How rewarding it is to
observe the progress we have made as an association of
professionals who share two of the most important
aspects of our lives: our work and our religious beliefs.
We've come a long way! I'm so happy to have had a part
in the organization and growth of AMCAP.
In the first issue of Volume 6, the issue that launched
the Journal as a quarterly, I summarized the history and
content of the first five volumes (see the January, 1980
issue). A few comparisons between the first five
volumes and the last two are, I feel, in order:
1) Volumes 1 thru 5 contained 8 issues for a total of 272
pages and 41 articles. Volumes 6 and 7 also contained
8 issues with 248 pages and 44 articles. In terms of
output, then, we have accomplished about the same in
two years as we did in five.
2) The ratio of convention-related to non-convention
articles has decreased slightly: 26 to 15 in Volumes 1
thru 5 to 26 to 18 in Volumes 6 and 7. I see this as an
improvement, since we are becoming less dependent
on the convention as a source of articles. More and
more, members are submiting excellent, unsolicited
articles for publication.
3) While quality is hard to assess (especially in the
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LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR

Dear Editor:

the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints in both
our personal and professional lives. Shouldn't that about
cover it?
The only grounded reason I could think of that would
justify a committee to consider a code of ethics would
deal with the issue of sex therapy, and even this doesn't
warrant that much time and energy (in my mind). The
practice of sex therapy requires three elements: 1)
Expertise and knowledge of the principles,
interventions, and practice associated with the modes of
therapy specific to sexual dysfunctions, 2) maintaining
the integrity of your client, and 3) maintaining your own
integrity. Systematic desensitization, successive
approximations, shaping, chaining, conditioning, and
education are all accepted and bonafide techniques for
dealing with any form of behavior oriented problem.
Why then do we get so skeptical and squemish when
these paradigms are applied to sexual problems? As I
considered it, it comes down to the fact that in using
erotic assignments in the treatment of sexual problems,
some professionals feel that they are prescribing
something "bad" or at least something they are not
comfortable with. If this is the case, then why would one
attempt to even do sex therapy?

My question in response to Brother Bergin's comment
(in the Summer Newsletter about the need for an
AMCAP ethical code) is why do we need a code of ethics
for AMCAP? Each of us belongs to some professional
organization which is already governed by a code of
ethical practice. Whether we are members of AAMFT,
AMA, APA, or ACSW we have, by our membership,
committed ourselves to the ethical practice of our varied
specialities. Under Article 1, Section 2A of the AMCAP
By-Laws we claim as a group to uphold the principles of

If we as professionals are adhering to the standards of
the gospel and the ethics of our own professional
organizations, and we have an organization such as
AMCAP as a place where we can come and discuss the
kinds of concerns I have put forth here and Brother
Bergin mentioned in the Newsletter, where is the need
for a separate code of ethics?
Sincerely,
David J. Gardner, Med.
Springville, Utah

Dear Editor:
I am interested in knowing whether it is possible for
me to obtain back issues of the AMCAP Journal. I
recently became a member as of October, 1980 and am
interested in other issues of the AMCAP Journal if
available.
As an Associate Psychiatric Therapist, I have found
issues of the AMCAP Journal and articles contained
therin to be helpful in my counseling efforts both with
members and nonmembers alike.
Your help and cooperation will be appreciated.
Thank you.
Sincerely,
Jonelle Austin
Associate Psychiatric Therapist
Belt, Montana 59412
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